Did Sousa Play at
Chautauqua
Auditorium?

There has been much speculation
about whether or not John Phillip
Sousa and his band ever played in the
Waxahachie Chautauqua Auditorium.
So far in our Chautauqua research we
have not come across any newspaper
account or other documentation telling
us that he did actually play there. In
fact, thus far, indications seem to tell
us that he did not. Here are two related
items that we have found:

1) Waxahachie native Josephine
Ruskin, in her research for the
restoration of the Chautauqua
Auditorium in the mid-1970s, stated
that the U.S. Marine Band appeared in
the Auditorium on November 4, 1914.
“Most old-timers here remember this
event, but many mistakenly believe it
was Sousa’s Band.” She concludes
from her research that Sousa never
played in Waxahachie. (Lecture Series
on the History of Ellis County,
Southwestern Junior College of the
Assemblies of God, May 10-14, 1976)

2) In Rose-Mary Rumbley’s book
Dallas, Too (Eakin Press, Austin,
Texas 1998), she describes an itinerary
handwritten by Sousa himself which
listed his band’s touring engagements
from September 1925 to March 1926.
They played matinee and evening
performances, never taking a day off,
and visiting almost every state in the
union. In December 1925, many Texas
cities were on the list, including
Waxahachie, which was scheduled for
December 28. However, Waxahachie
was crossed out and “Korsikana” was
written in for that day.

If anyone has other information that
can help us answer the question of
Sousa's appearance in Waxahachie,
please let us know. We are still
researching!

Reprinted firm Chautauqua News,
April 2000.

Editors Note: The "Canceled" article
above was located 6-29-02!

Waxahachie Daily Light, Sept.14, 1925
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.,\‘.Hl!w Band, worfd
famons musical orzamzation, df-'t
rected by John Philllp Seouss eam- .
poser and veteran naval d\u'r!nr,,I

SOusa’s

‘WHE be presented in coneert att

Getzendaner' Memovial Park audi’
torinm  Deceruber 27, It was ag-{
nouneed Monday by John V. Sfn.!
gloton, secretary of the' Ch nn!wq
of Commerce
< The concert is to be 'mnwwd'
{
tortalning und fnstructive atfrac - j,
tiom; b 2T : ¥
““The band iz one of the  bestip
known of musical organizations, g
fand-we are going to present Iting,
a speclal matinee program at apec:
{al prices if order that everyjy
sehiool child in Waxalfachie may]y
‘have an opportunity to hear the
jprogram.’ Mr. Sinzletun sald. Ajy
inight eoncert also will be played Vs
The Waxahachie concerin wiltilyg
be in€luded in a Southern fogr He-
1ing made by the band, which siil
tptay In Dallug Decenyber I, aceord-
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Waxahachie Daily Light, Nov. 19, 1925
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Caneceliant lon “of the engnge~
ment here on December’ 2K, 0

Nonsa’s band was announe.
o Thursday by the. Chamber
of Commerce, which had ‘ap.
ranged for. the rcoming te
this city of the musieal ov. .
_wanizgtion, o

The ragdfeinent Wak ™ eans
celled hy the band organiza-
Stion <after  fallure to makse
sutisfactory hooking arranges
—arente - for-~this-part-of .the
state, it was  xaid. Waxahka-
chie had been offered an en.
:.;az:emem on Sunday, Deeom-
Cber 2%, bit not wishing  to
have the mwscal organiza-
tlon here on Sunday the bamd
was asked Lo come one day
B T € 1111112 ol ST I S
week day. This was impossi.
ble,  the  Sunday date belng
the only date open the band
officinls  informed  the local
Chamber of Commevee,

1t was for thix reason that
eancellption  of the engage-
ment wax axereed upon, 8’8
the  loeal body did not wish
“to bring toe the Uity of
_ Haomes, Sehpois and Churches']
“a musical  organizstion  of
such pature oo the sabhath,
because of the fact that ad.
mission  prices would  have
been ' Heeessary to get  the
i cnuggeuwm with lhc- harnd.
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